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In early 2009, some of us from Faith Christian Fellowship were praying about a 
specific people group to minister to. God laid it on our hearts to visit the immigration 

office in Akron, Ohio, where we learned about the Bhutanese-Nepali refugees. 
The Bhutanese-Nepalis had been forced from their homes in Bhutan during the 

1990s due to ethnic cleansing. Many of them fled to refugee camps in Nepal, from 
where their ancestors had migrated a hundred years ago. In Nepal, the refugees 
lived in apalling conditions. The camps were crowded, food was insufficent, and 
disease ran rampant. In search of a better life, thousands began to migrate to the 
United States and other countries. From 2008 to 2014, the U.S. recieved about 
75,000 Bhutanese-Nepali refugees.

At the immigration office, we recieved information about some of the refugees 
who had settled in the city of Akron. Soon after, we made our first contact with 
them. By August 2009, several immigrant families had opened their homes for us 
to hold Bible studies. 

Over the next few years, we helped these families establish a church and 
provided foundational Bible teaching. We also looked for practical ways to reach 
out, which included anything from helping new immigrants find jobs—some in 
Amish Country—to helping with goat butchering! This was a great way to establish 
connections and open opportunities to minister spiritually. 

God Opens Doors 
H I S T O R Y  A N D  E A R L Y  C O N N E C T I O N S

A peek into a 
REFUGEE 
CAMP
by Charity Hershberger

We enter the camp. 
On each side we are 

surrounded by long rows of 
huts made of bamboo and 
plastic. Sandwiched around 
the huts are large banana trees 
and jungle vegetation. 

We turn to walk down a 
trail between two rows of 
huts. We are greeted with the 
traditional “Namaste!” and 
many curious faces. 

A group of children on their 
way home from school greet 
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Bhutanese-Nepali immigrants with Rhoda Troyer 
and Cherise Hershberger in Akron, Ohio. 
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God Opens Doors
H I S T O R Y  A N D  E A R L Y  C O N N E C T I O N S

As more refugees came from Nepal to Akron, with them came 
more church leaders. This lessened the need for our assistance with 
church leadership, and our focus soon shifted to other needs among 
the Bhutanese-Nepalis. 

Our hearts were drawn to the need for sound, Biblical literature, not 
only among the homes and churches of Akron, but in Bhutanese-Nepali 
enclaves across the United States. Many refugees come to this country 
with the mentality that America is a Christian nation. This makes them 
susceptible to anything with the Christian name, including Jehovah’s 
Witnesses and Church of the Latter Day Saints who are aggresive with 
proselytizing and literature distribution. There is an urgency to get sound, 
Biblical literature into the hands of these Bhutanese refugees. 

In 2011, we put in a request at Christian Aid Ministries for literature. 
They provided us with 10,000 Bible story books in both the English and 
Nepali languages. At the same time we also got some tracts in the Nepali 
language from World Missionary Press and the book The Christian Home 
from Grace Press.

In 2013, Jason and Rhoda Troyer and family traveled across the western 
United States to distribute this literature. By the time they returned, our 
supply of literature was depleted. We have put in another request at CAM 
for more books and are researching the possibilities of translating books 
into the Nepali language.

us as they pass. Dressed in their school uniforms, they 
look as neat and clean as they can, considering their life 
in a dirty camp. Bishnu Maya tells us, “A person without 
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education is like a cat without a tail.” She goes on to say, 
“Refugees do not have anything to do and we do not have 
property—only our education is with us.”

Since the children and young people don’t have room 
to play in the refugee camps, they often play in the forests 
outside. The boys love to play soccer and frequently hold 
tournaments. If they don’t have a ball, they make one 
with bags and string. 

Swollen stomachs on too small children tell us there is a 
lack of nutritious food here. “We are given six items every 
14-15 days,” the families tell us. Those six items are rice, 
lentils, chickpeas, oil, sugar, and salt. Bishnu tells us that the 
rice is black and dirty with pieces of stone in it. They have 
to look very carefully while winnowing to clean it all out. 

Rounding  a corner, we pass a water faucet. Buckets and 
jugs are setting all around. “Water only comes twice a day for 
a few hours,” says Bishnu. “Some days it doesn’t come at all.”

Small children in the camps see adults fighting and 
often copy them. “Sitting so close to each other in the 
camps is not good,” says Bishnu. “Because we do not get 

TOP: It’s goat-butchering day! Nathan Kuhns (right) 
looks on. 
BOTTOM: Board member Paul Hershberger 
discusses scripture with Bhim during a home Bible 
study in Akron. 



In June and July of 2013, our family traveled through the 
midwestern and northwestern United States, stopping at the 

larger cities where Bhutanese-Nepali people are living. These 
people have a rich, tight-knit culture, which helped us make many 
connections as we went from city to city.  

On our trip, we made contact with about 30 pastors. Thanks to 
CAM, we had literature to distribute to their congregations and 
to other people, such as Nepali Hindus who are not otherwise 
open to hearing the Gospel. By the time we returned home, we 
had distributed about 14,000 pieces of literature. 

The timing of this trip and the contacts we made left us once 
again amazed at the divine moving of God. Pastor John Mongar 
from Texas called me after the trip and said, “I was in Seattle, 
Washington, the week after you were there, and there was a mighty 
move of God. Many young people came to Christ, and the literature 
you left was a great tool that was used.” He went on to say that they 
have nine Nepali churches there in Texas, and he wants us to come. 
We feel privileged yet humbled to be a part of this great harvest. 

We continue receiving calls from contacts we made on the trip. 
Some request Bibles and other literature while others ask us to pray 
for a family member or friend. Young Nepali men are receiving a 
burden to reach their people for Jesus Christ and are grateful for 
any Gospel literature that we can provide.The door for literature 
distribution among the Bhutanese-Nepali people in the U.S. is 
clearly wide open. 

From City to City
1 4 , 0 0 0  P I E C E S  O F  L I T E R A T U R E  D I S T R I B U T E D

by Jason and Rhoda Troyer
Note of Praise
In Omaha, Nebraska, we stopped at a church that was just ending a three-day Bible training for youth. When they saw our literature, tears came to their eyes. They said, "We've been praying for this kind of literature for two years." They were filled with joy at having teaching material to send home with their young people. 

The children of Krishna Bhandari with boxes of literature 
for their churches to distribute.  

ABOVE: The Troyers spent time at Twin Falls, Idaho, with 
the Biswa family who immigrated from Nepal.

LEFT: Krishna Bhandari in Boise, Idaho, holds two copies 
of the 25 Favorite Stories from the Bible—one in the 
Nepali language and one in English. On the floor in front 
of him is the delicious Indian/Nepali food his family 
served the Troyers during their visit.
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good air, people become frustrated 
and they fight.”

As we pass one hut, we see a mother 
picking through her little girl’s hair. 
“Lice spreads easily in the camp. It is 
a constant duty to clean your head of 
lice,” says Bishnu.

Approaching a temple at the end 
of the row, we hear chanting and 
prayers. We ask Bishnu about the 
religious freedom in the camps. Here 
is what she told us: “One of the most 
important features of the Bhutanese 
refugee people is their religious 
tolerance. We have many different 
cultures and religions in the camps. 
But there are no fights about religion. 
Different castes come to the same 
temple to pray.” It really does appear 
like there is more religious freedom 
in the camps than there is outside the 
camp or back in Bhutan.

Rounding a corner we see some 
women hanging their clean laundry 
on lines strung between their huts. 
The sadness in their eyes pulls at our 
hearts, and we notice that they have 
the marks of Hindu women. 

Hearing soft crying, we turn to our 
right. Nearby, the Subba family is 
separating. Because of its large size, 
three of the children are leaving for 
the United States to be joined later by 
the rest of the family. The daughters 
are crying as they pack their bags, but 
their mother says to them, “Why are 
you crying? We have nothing here 
anyway. We will soon join you. Our 
future will brighter there.”

As we cross the camp, we find many 
others who think the same way. They 
say, “We have no reason to stay here. 
Our children have no future, so we will 
leave and go to where they can live and 
become a part of society once again.”

HOW CAN I BE INVOLVED?
PRAY
… that the 20,000 pieces of literature that have been distributed will take 
root in people’s lives and bring good fruit for the Kingdom of God. 

… for the Bhutanese-Nepali Christians who are integrating into U.S. 
society and culture and struggle to maintain their Christian life. There is a 
need for teaching on moral purity and the Christian home. 

HELP PROVIDE LITERATURE
There is a need among the Bhutanese immigrants for literature in their 
own language. We continue looking for literature that can be translated 
and printed into the Nepali language. As funds become available, Jason and 
Rhoda Troyer plan to take trips to distribute the literature across the U.S. If 
you feel led to help with this work, see the enclosed response card.

STAY INFORMED
If you would like to continue receiving this quarterly newsletter, you can 
request to be added to the mailing list by calling us at 330-231-9602 or 
using the enclosed response card. To learn more about our ministry, you 
can also visit our website at nepaleseliterature.org.

Nepalese Literature Outreach
2478 County Road 168  | Dundee, Ohio 44624

Phone: 330-231-9602
www.nepaleseliterature.org

Literature Distributed

25 Favorite Stories from the Bible
The Christian Home
The Way to God tracts
How to Know God tracts

The Joe Tindall family helping to label literature. 
The labels included our contact information.

Volunteers labeled 14,000 pieces of literature!

Info taken from various news sources.


