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A Bhutanese
PASTOR’S
TESTIMONY  
IAM A BHUTANESE MAN 
who has come from Bhutan. 
Bhutanese Christians would 
recognize me by the name 
Pastor Kapil Subba. At the 
age of forty-six, I came to 
America and have lived here 
sixteen months. I now live in 
Akron, Ohio. 

I would like to give a short 
account of the inhuman hap-
penings that occured in my life. 

Bhutan is a small, beautiful 
country, but about 30 years 
ago, there was a revolution 
there. At that time I was a 
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Two boys at a 
Bhutanese-Nepali 

funeral held at 
the Faith Christian 
Fellowship church. 

Bibles in the Nepali language are hard to find. When we started our search 
for Nepali Bibles in August 2011, we realized just how hard. On most of the 

websites where we looked, the companies were either out of Bibles or the Bibles 
were very expensive. This led to the question, “How can we get ahold of Bibles at 
a reasonable price?”

In the fall of 2013, we found a webstore called Bibles in My Language and 
contacted them about Bibles. They offered us 2,500 Nepali Bibles at $5 each. Having 
previously included Bibles in our literature request to Christian Aid Ministries, we 
forwarded this offer to them and they consented to fund the Bibles. 

The Bibles arrived in the fall of 2014 and were gone in three weeks! We had 
offered the Bibles to pastors with whom we had previously connected, and from 
there the news of the Bibles spread by word of mouth. The requests started pouring 
in. Because of our limited supply of Bibles, we could only partially fill the requests. 
Many pastors had requested 100 Bibles but ended up with only 18. 

Seeing the great demand for Nepali Bibles, we put in another order—this time 
for 12,000 Bibles, which CAM is again funding. The Bibles should arrive in the 
spring of 2015. This is a good quality Bible, 4.5" x 6.25" and leatherbound.

For many of the recipients, this is the first Bible they have ever owned. Jason 
Troyer says that now when they visit the Nepali church in Akron, he sees the people 
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youth of 23 years. On February 20, 1991, the Bhutanese army 
and police arrested me even though I was 
innocent of any wrongdoing. 

They beat me constantly day and night for 
two years for whatever blame they put on me. 
Innumerable times I was beaten with rods 
and kicked with steel-toed boots. On my legs 
they put fifteen-pound iron shackles. At that 
time, for food, they gave us gruel consisting of 
uncooked buckwheat flour and water. Many 
people died due to such harsh treatment 
together with the beatings. There was no love 
of fellowman. 

But my life was somewhat spared. When I 
remember it all, I’m amazed! I’m alive? Is it 
really true? They had given various kinds of 
torture and yet I survived. 

After two years, representatives of the International Red 
Cross met me and removed the iron shackles on my feet. 
The cruelty became less after that, but I continued to spend 
my days breaking up huge rock into stones for building and 
working as part of the labor force for construction. For nine 
years, I remained like this in jail and suffered severe cruelty. 

Now, since I am unable to work and support myself like 
others, I am suffering even more. Because of the various 
kinds of cruelty together with the lack of any human 
kindness in the jail, these days my eyes don’t see well. I have 
continuous headaches, my back aches, and chest hurts. My 
thighs ache, my feet hurt, I have hemorrhoids, and suffer 
from depression. As a direct result of the cruelty, I have been 
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near death and I am unable to have any descedants. 
While I was in jail, through a tract that my wife sent me 

about Jesus, I sincerely put my faith in Jesus Christ. After that 
I received a vision. I saw a being dressed in white, and this 

being took me to the office of the director of 
the jail. He told the woman in the white robe 
to sign a blank paper for my release. After 
that, taking me from the jail, we arrived at the 
Bhutanese refugee camp. After she took me to 
the house where my wife was, she disappeared. 

When I regained consciousness, I was still 
in jail. Soon after that, though, I was released. 
My release was December 17, 1999. I went to a 
Bhutanese refugee camp and there on June 30, 
2000, I was baptized.

After that I completed a one-year training 
at a Bhutanese Bible school. From June 
2003 until February 2008, I worked for an 
organization called the Bible League and 
established congregations. Because I needed to 

resettle in a third place, I left those churches in the hands of 
my brothers and left. 

While I was in Nepal, I had been busy with the Lord’s 
work. But after coming here to America, I’ve been lost. I 
haven’t been able to do as much as I would have liked to do. I 
am praying that the Lord show me His path for my ministry. 
Please remember me in your prayers. 

“Innumerable 
times I was 
beaten with 

rods and kicked 
with steel-toed 
boots. On my 
legs they put 
fifteen-pound 
iron shackles. ” 

Close Interactions

Seventy-year-old Laxman Kami didn’t have 
the chance to immigrate to Akron, Ohio, 

until last April. His children had come from 
Nepal several years earlier and were among 
those whom we interacted with closely. 
Laxman struggled with health issues, and just six months 
after arriving in America, he passed away in October 2014. 
Just three months before his death, this former witch doctor 
had become a Christian.

The family wanted us to help with funeral arrangements, 
which included finding an Amish coffin. Bhutanese-Nepali 

immigrants are un-
comfortable with large 
town cemeteries and 
like to do things accord-
ing to their culture. The 
funeral service was held 
at Faith Christian Fel-
lowship in Millersburg, 

Ohio, and Laxman was buried in the church’s cemetery.  
The funeral also brought an opportunity to witness to 

Nepali Hindus who attended the service; Hindus will attend 
a funeral service but not a Sunday morning church service. 
Pray that the spiritual seeds planted that day would spring 
into new life in these hearts. 

Note: We met with this pastor many times since he shared this 
testimony, praying with him and encouraging him. Although 
he can’t hold a job because of physical limitations, he has now 
started a home church, and his spiritual work is bringing forth 
fruit in the city of Akron. He desires our prayers! —Jason T. 



In October, we loaded up our minivan with Nepali Bibles 
and other literature and this time headed east to Pitts-

burgh, Pennsylvania. There we met with a Bhutanese-Nepali 
pastor, enjoying a meal with his family and also meeting two 
Christian Nepalis who were visiting from Kentucky. They 
were all grateful for the tracts and Bibles we left with them. 

Moving on, we stayed at the home of a young, Christian 
Nepali couple for the night. The wife had been from Akron, 
and we knew her family well.  

Some time before our trip, a young Nepali girl had called 
us and asked, “When will you come to Pittsburgh?” She 
wanted Bibles to give to relatives who were coming from out 
of state. We met with this 17-year-old girl during our trip. 
It was a great blessing to see such a young girl motivated to 
distribute literature. 

From Pittsburgh, we headed to Harrisburg, Pennsylva-
nia, to meet with a Bhutanese-Nepali couple whom we had 
closely connected with before (we had attended their wed-
ding some months earlier). They are a very sincere young 

couple, and we left some Bibles and tracts with them. 
Through our contact with them, we were able to connect 
with a group of Nepali churches in the area. We met with 
the church leadership to show them the Nepali literature 
that is available and left them with a bunch of tracts. 

Before heading home, we stopped in Lancaster, Pennsyl-
vania, to meet with a pastor there. We were encouraged to 
see Pastor Thamang’s burden to bring the Gospel and Bibli-
cal teaching to his people. He has taken on some Anabaptist 
views through the influence of Mennonites who helped his 
family when they immigrated to America. 

Returning home, we were inspired to see that there are  
still people who use the basic tools of Bibles and tracts to 
reach their people. We felt a gratefulness that there is still a 
need for Christian literature in our nation. 

From City to City
P U T T I N G  B I B L E S  I N T O  T H E  H A N D S  O F  T H E  H U N G R Y

by Jason and Rhoda Troyer
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Top left: Two of the Troyer children hold a sample of the Nepali 
literature the family distributed on their PA trip. Top right: Pastor 
Thamang and his family work on a farm in Lancaster, PA. We left 

them with a stack of Nepali Bibles to distribute in their church.
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HOW CAN I BE INVOLVED?
PRAY
. . . for divine appointments and good connections in dis-
tributing the Nepali Bibles and other literature. 

. . . for Bhutanese-Nepali refugees who are going to church and 
making changes, but find that American Christianity is shal-
low. Pray for them as they struggle to maintain their Christian 
walk. Weaknesses in the Nepali culture are moral purity and 
lack of strong Christian homes. 

Nepalese Literature Outreach
P.O. Box 322 | Millersburg, OH 44654 

Phone: 330-231-9602 | www.nepaleseliterature.org

carrying their Bibles to church where before they did not 
have Bibles. One older man who did not yet have a Bible was 
heard to say, “Everyone has a Bible except me. I want one too.”

Now that they are in America, thousands of Bhutanese-
Nepalis are going to church for the first time, and hundreds 
are coming to Christ. Most of these Nepali immigrants have 
their own churches, and their services are in the Nepali 
language. It is a great blessing when they can take their 
personal Nepali Bibles along to church. 

Pastor Mani Biswa sent us this note: “Thank you all so 
much for the effort to provide us with Nepali Bibles. We are so 
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blessed, and we use these Bibles to reach out to people in our 
community who have not heard about Jesus. This is great for 
us as we share the Gospel to unreached people. Once again, 
thank you.” Others have also written or called to thank and 
bless Nepalese Literature Outreach for the Bibles. 

The Bibles were mailed to church leaders in 22 states and 
Canada. From these states, they were distributed even further. 
Some pastors came to Jason and Rhoda’s house to pick up 
Bibles, and the Troyers also delivered some on their trip to 
Pennsylvania. We give the Bibles free of charge, although the 
recipients are encouraged to pay for postage. 

About 25,000 Bhutanese-Nepalis live in Ohio cities alone, 
including Akron, Columbus, Cincinnati, and Dayton. The 
Bibles we distributed so far are just a drop in the bucket. This 
is just the beginning of the exciting work to get God’s Word 
into the hands of Bhutanese-Nepali immigrants! 

A Bhutanese-Nepali 
pastor and youth pastor 

from Pittsburgh, ready to 
leave Jason and Rhoda’s 
home with packages of 

Nepali Bibles. 

HELP PROVIDE LITERATURE
If you feel led to help with this work, see the enclosed re-
sponse envelope. Our main funding needs are mailing costs 
to ship literature and travel costs to distribute the literature. 
Thank you for your support and interest! Because of our 
supporters, this work can continue. 

STAY INFORMED
If you are not on the mailing list to receive this newsletter but 
would like to be, please call us 330-231-9602 or use the en-
closed response envelope. To learn more about our ministry, 
you can also visit our website at nepaleseliterature.org.

Volunteers labeled 
2,500 Nepali Bibles 

in preparation 
for shipping and 

distribution. 


